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On behalf of the Gibraltar Health Authority and the Government of Gibraltar, I 
wish to extend a very warm Gibraltarian welcome to the speakers and 
delegates who are visiting us from abroad.   
 
We are indeed privileged to host this 2nd International Biomedical Science 
Conference and I take this opportunity to thank our sponsors:  the Kusuma 
Trust, Isolas, Isaza, Lewis Stagnetto, and TravelXcel, who have supported the 
GHA in this ambitious venture. 
 
Despite our small size, we are very fortunate to be able to boast of a 
Department of Pathology which provides a wide range of services in all 
pathological disciplines, be it Biochemistry, Haematology, Transfusion 
Science, Microbiology, Histology, Cytology or Anatomical Pathology. Timely 
accurate laboratory results save lives, and we are lucky to have a professional 
and dedicated team of 25 staff members who are able to provide results using 
the latest equipment and techniques which are so crucial in the diagnosis of 
disease and patient management.  
 
The Department strives to provide the best and highest quality service 
possible.  Quality is monitored using internal and external assessment 
schemes and I am pleased to report that our performance on these schemes 
is excellent. 
 
The move to our brand new hospital in 2005 initiated a process of change and 
huge improvement in the Department.  I would like to highlight some of the 
many achievements and improvements brought about by the change of 
location and the huge investment in the Pathology Department.  These are, 
for example, 
 

• Electronic provision of test results to wards, clinics and the Primary 
Care Centre; 
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• Testing for a comprehensive range of drugs, including drugs of abuse, 
therapeutic drugs and others; 

• Quantative C-reactive protein and pre-albumin analysis; 

• An automated blood culture alert system; 

• Improved MRSA detection times; 

• Anaerobic incubation system for bacterial culture; 

• Provision of on-site blood gas, electrolytes, haemoglobin and lactate 
analysis to the Critical Care Unit; 

• In-house RAST allergy testing; 

• And the installation of a pneumatic vacuum tube system that delivers 
samples to the different departments within minutes of sample 
collection. 

 
As I say, these are just a few of the developments that have taken placed 
within the last 5 years in our Pathology Department; important changes in 
which members of staff have been enthusiastically involved. 
 
Staff development and training, together with modern equipment, commitment 
to quality and continuous improvement, all ensure that the department 
continues to provide a service that is aligned with best practice. 
 
Having provided a glimpse of what our Pathology Department provides, 
delegates will have ample opportunity in tomorrow’s forum to discuss the 
delivery of pathological services in their respective countries. I hope that you 
all enjoy what I am sure will be a very interesting and successful conference.   
  

 


